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Problems & Questions
Surface questions - style

 Deeper questions - method

  Radical questions 

   (mission & message)
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Existing churches produce leaders who 
plant new/different churches … 

New churches can innovate …

Existing churches can imitate …

New churches will become existing 
churches and will produce leaders 
who will plant new/different 
churches.



Some of you will plant new churches 
which innovate.

Some of you will import innovations 
to existing churches.

Each of you needs the other and 
exists for the other.

You are friends & colleagues, 
not enemies!
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New ways of packaging 
and presenting old 
answers: Renewal
New answers for old 
questions: Reformation
New questions: Revolution
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We’re on a journey!



From Jacques Ellul:

Now the situation of the 
Christian in the world is a 
revolutionary situation. His share 
in the preservation of the world 
is to be an inexhaustible 
revolutionary force in the 
world…. 



The fact that Christians, as 
human beings, at certain 
periods in history lose sight 
of the revolutionary character 
of their religion, does not 
mean that the Holy Spirit has 
ceased to work…



In consequence of the claims 
which God is always making 
on the world, the Christian 
finds himself, by that very 
fact, involved in a state of 
permanent revolution.”



Jim Wallis:
This is why Christianity in defense 
of the established order - 
Christendom, Christian civilization, 
Christian nation, Christian empire, 
and the rest - have never made 
sense.  [The gospel is ] … the 
proclamation of a spiritual and 
social revolution.”



Dr. King
“There are some things in our social system 
to which I am proud to be maladjusted. I 
never intend to adjust myself to the 
viciousness of mob-rule. I never intend to 
adjust myself to the evils of segregation and 
the crippling effects of discrimination. I 
never intend to adjust myself to the tragic 
inequalities of an economic system which 
takes necessities from the masses to give 
luxuries to the classes. 



I never intend to become adjusted to the 
madness of militarism and the self-defeating 
method of physical violence. I call upon you 
to be maladjusted… This hour in history 
needs a dedicated circle of transformed 
nonconformists. The saving of our world 
from pending doom will come not from the 
actions of a conforming majority but from 
the creative maladjustment of a transformed 
minority.” 



Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news 
of God. “The time has 
come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God is near. 
Repent and believe the 
good news!”



Don’t join a religion. Join a revolution.





www.emergentvillage.com
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Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

 for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are those who mourn, 

 for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek,

 for they will inherit the earth.



Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 
for justice, 

for they will be filled.

Blessed are those who show mercy, 

 for mercy will be shown to them.



Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they will see God.

Blessed are those who make peace, 

for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of justice, 

 for the kingdom of God is theirs.



Blessed are you when you are 
insulted, 

Persecuted and falsely spoken against 
because of me. 

Rejoice and be glad, 

because great is your reward in 
heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.



You are the salt of the earth.

You are the light of the world.

Let your light shine before all 
people

And they will see your good works and 
glorify your Father in heaven.

Glory to God in the highest

And on earth, peace to all people.
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New ways of packaging 
and presenting old 
answers: Renewal
New answers for old 
questions: Reformation

New questions: 
Revolution?


